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F
ordOOldcs,thc~lcdi terr:.mean hasplayedhost!Othc a rchetypal 

European summer holiday with its wide range of laid-bad: 
cultures and countless resorts suiting every raste. Nightlife 

aficionadosAockto lbiu,romamicsrctreartoSantorini , sourmcrs 
deligh t in Corsica. and the crCmc-dc-13<r~mc re•·cl in rhc glamorous 
sccncofthcCOtcd'Azur. 

Arcbti•·cncophytctothc.\lcditcrrancanholidayhitlist.Turkey's 
Riviera,andinparticular llodrunt.hasrapidlygaincdareputation 
asadistinguisheddestina tion-andiiSmostambitiousnewcomcr 
sets out to both redefine Medi terranean luxuryandc•·oh·e its 
prc:dontinatdyurbanbr:lnd. 

The suuthwe>rcrn Turkish coast lures tra•·cllcrs wirh irs sun· 
soaked beaches, historic ruins, and striking limestone peninsulas 
extending in to the brilliantccrulcanwatcrsofthcAq;can. With its 
rocky coa~tline c....,a tinJ; countless dramatic bays, the 44km-long 
Bodrum l'cninsubitsclfisboth rus,gedly beautiful and increasingly 
chic. &tweenitscelebri tyfans, superyachts,andsrowingnumbcr 
ofhigh-endhotcls,ithasbttndubbcdtheSaim-TropezofTurkcy. 

Pavingthewayforthcnextgenerationofluxuryinthc 
Mediterranean, Mandarin Oriental Bodrum eschews the image of 
boutiquehotelsandgrandedameresortsfront theturn ofrhecentury 

that have, to-date, defined high...,nd resorts in this rc:gion. Catering 
todis.:erninggucststraincdin thelikcsof lndianOcean luxury­
withirsexdusivity,indulgempampcring,andintintatcconta"with 
nature-this new addition fuscsthescclementsintothcultimatc 
EuropeanrctrCl!. 

"Our•·isionfor thcdcsignwastodC\·clopa new luxury resort 
dcsisnllnguagc,sophisticatcdandcomcmporaryandyetimimatcly 
connected to its natural Medi terranean seninJ;,"expbinsJa•·icr 
Honal,.\bndarin Oriental's Regional Director ofTechnical Services. 

~hrking the group·~ debut in Turkey, .\bndarin Oriental Bod rum 
islocatcduna60·hcctarewaterfronlsiteoHeringpanur:lmict•iews 
over one of its mostexdusi•·e bays,O:nnct Koyu (Par:ldisc Bay). 
Built on land:~tapcdtierstumblingtowardsthesca,immerscdin 
ancient olive gro•·es and surround ~-d by a pine forc:s!, !he property's 
one million plant> and IO,OOOoli.-c trecstrulyallowthe resort to 
indulgcin itssurroundingnaturc. 

"Our goal was tO support Bodrum, accelerating its mi~~ion tO 
rt:achitswcll-dcsr:n·cdpo>itionasoneoftheworld"slcadingluxury 
resortdest inations intheworld 1 2-months-a-year.~exprt:§>esVedat 

A~t, foun der of owner and developer Astas Holding. 
"When! firstsawthebnd, l knew it had all the potential to 
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be honte to a fabulous luxury landntark in the Mediterr~nean,as 
it carried all the attributes of what lk>drum is f~mous for: eternal 
blu~. lush green, beautiful weather and air quality. It is our loyalty 
to thcsit~"s nature and energy that make it the success our guests 
experience today.~ 

With a mastcrplan by WATG and architecture developed by 
GAD Architecture in collaboration with Antonio Cincrio P~tricia 
Viel & Partncrs,thedesignwasdcvdopcd to create a sequence of 
flcxiblcspacathatseamlesslytr:tnsitionfrominduortooutduor,une 
where the nantral clements of daylight, water and landscape pby a 
fundantcntalJXtrtintheguestexperiencc. 

UK·ba><.'d practiccScapc Design Associates •N:U responsible for 
thcbndscapingofthc.-.:sorr,creatingspaprdcns,swcepingtcrraces 
and privatcc>C:.tpcS for the apartments and •·ilbs.Thc main lobby 
buildingsitsastridcahillsidcspursurroundcdbytcrracesufolivc 
trces,"·hilcstoncpathslcadthroughthcstcppcdlandscapctothc 
amenities and beach. 

Each built facility has its own individuallycraftcdscnins. The 
mainpool deck,forexamplc,bcnditsfromticrcdinfinity-cdscdpool;: 
andthctranquilsJXtg:.trdenoffcrsatcalounsesurroundedbywater. 

AccordinstoScape,thcplantingpaleHe-comprisinslargepine 

andoli•·ctrccscombinedwithagroundlayerofsea.son~lcolourand 

fragrancc-wasspecificallyselectcdtohdpblcndthcbuildingfornts 
into the landscape. 

The resort"s low-rise uchitccture combines simple and 
comcmpor:try Asian lines with crafted featuredcmcms. Thc reception 
boastscustom,o,·crsiudwovenlishtfixnoresa nda monumental 
suspendedstairleJdsgucststoanarrayofindoorandoutdoorpub!ic 
ateas,adornedwit hcxquisitcloc:ll~rtpiecesandacombinlrionof 
custom-designed furnishingslndordullysck-ctcdpiccesfromthe 
likcsofFiexform,B&Bhalia,Kctt3l,Glostcr,t\rpcrandVitra 

Dcsigndcntentsblcnd;o.landarinOrienral'sFarF.asternhcritage 
with the local architectural vernacular. Natur:tl materials such as 
wood,localsroncandccramicsarccmploy<.'dcxtcnsi•·clythruug.hout 
thcproperty,withuniqucappliC'3tionsrcprcscnt3ti•·cofthcgroup's 
cxactin~;aucntiontodctail. 

FamcddcsigncrAntonioCittcriu,with the support oflstanbul­
bascd Mctcx Dcsisn, has crafted the rcson"s 109 suestrooms and 
suites-thelargestonoffcrin llodrum-withrestrainedelesance. 
Clean furniture lines combine with wooden wall panelling and floors, 
creJm-co[ouredrugsandwo•·cn!eJthcrhcadboards.crcatingascrene 
senscofluxurywhiletakingfullad•':lnrageoitheresorr'sourstanding 



vistar;.Stylishlinearbathroon•sarcadjacenttoagcnerour;walk-in 
d!l'SSingareaandoffcrhcatedmarblcfloorsandfrttstandingcustom 
Appc!ubs.Apaiser'.sLunarStonc Bathtubs feawrcin the Oriental 
and ~landarin Villas and all rooms ha,·ccithcroutsidctcrracesor 
bakonies,themajoritywithplungepoolsandoutdoorshowers. 

Not 10 be left in thcshadowofBodrum's increasingly •·ibrant 
dining and nightli(esccne.rheteamcalledoncelebrirychefsand 
nightlifeconnoisscurswcreatcarangcofinrcrnationalcpicurean 
andcnrenainmcnt c:o:pcrienccs. Wi1h a staggering selection of 
tcnrcstauramsandbars,F&Bdcstinationsincludcsophisticated 
japanese at Kurochan,elc••atcd yet amhentic Italian at Assagio, 
casuaiTurkishatthcbcachsidcOiivcGardcn,andthcop<..'Clacularly 
jct·SCt,ovcr-watcr ju jul)ar@.\U,opcratcdincollaboration with 
btanbul"s fan1~-d Babylon nightclub. 

Bu ihintothehillside, thcrcsort'ssprawlin~;2,700m' spaoffcrs 

unparalldcds~lusionowrlookingthccaS<;adinglandscapc.Wit h 

heat and water therapies including hammams with pri••atc :;.crub 
rooms, indoor and outdoor swin1ming pools and •·itality pools, and 
aseductivcrclaxationarea,thcr;pair;primcdforyear-roundrepose. 
Of the I! treatment rooms,particularstandoutsaretwooutdoor 
treatment cabanas, a couple's spa suitcandthccxpansivcVll' spa 
suite'Orkidc' thatwouldrenderanyscasoncdspa-gocrspc~hlcss. 

UniquctoBodrum,thepropcrtyboaststwopri••arcsandybcachcs 
withcabanasncstledimothelandscapcalongmeandcringpathways 
(oruhimarcprivacy.Leisurefaciliticsareroundedoutwithanarray 
ofpoolsscrinto thcvcrdanthills,avastfitncssarea,watcrsports 
ccntre,baskctballandtcnniscounsandSkmjoggin~;path. 

Notwithstandin~;thcmanyamcnitics,thcprupcrtyissogrcatly 

O\"Cr·scalcd to the number of guests it hosts that it remains an 
cxdusi•·c, pri\"ate expe-rience th~t feel~ n1orc ~s if you're sh~ring 
it with th~ hummin~; cicada~ than with other va~ationcrs- a true 
luxury. 
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