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WATG won the commission by winning a design competition between three invited international architects. The brief was to design a new hotel and palace to play host to the GCC conference. Work
the late Sheikh Zayeed as a building of national significance. In urban design terms it would also act as formal end to the Corniche. The site at the time was a palm grove located on the bay between tl
Corniche and the presidential palace.

The architectural challenge was twofold. The first being the complex brief and demands of protocol for the GCC conference. The second was the establishment of an architectural vocabulary which w
to the region. The result is an interpretation of the classical palace with Khaliji Arabic influences. The building is proportioned in accordance to the classical architecture using the golden section and :
proportions. The decorative style employed is a contemporary interpretation of that of the Islamic traditional floral patterns — rather than the geometric which are far more familiar to the northern Afri
choice of materials was also critical and a controlling palate for both inside and outside the building was established by WATG as the lead design. The palate was limited to four main materials natura
granite), antique gold leaf and mother of pearl. The whole building is clad in a pink granite which to evoke the red dunes of Al Ain, the cultural home of the royal family. There are four carefully sele:
granite which from quarries in the USA, Egypt, Portugal and India. Indeed the field colour was quarried in the US and the source is now exhausted.

At the heart of the project is GCC council chamber, a ballroom of over 2,500sqm associated pre-function. The royal palace atop the building is arranged around the large central atrium and dome. On
Emirs apartments with ministerial suites on the lower levels. WATG worked closely with the royal protocol so there are many elevators between the palace residences and the council chamber, which
travel without crossing paths.

A new visitor to the palace will marvel at the width of the corridors throughout the complex. These widths are not merely to an opulent expression of grandeur but a direct response to the brief from tl
royal entourage would circulate through the building. The Project has a built area of 270,000sqm in total much of which is within the back house dual carriageway under the entire complex delivering
every part of the complex. A company called Leo Design based in Thailand completed the interior decorations. The lead designer and owner of this company was Dang Yuktasevi and his wife Kathy.
passed away, but his company still exists and I am sure they will be able to assist you.
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