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Award-Winning Architect Nic Jacobs joins WATG 

25-year industry veteran to lead WATG’s urban design studio 

 

London, January 2014 - Global design firm WATG has announced that celebrated architect Nic Jacobs and 

his design team from his firm Jacobs Webber in London have joined the company to head WATG’s urban 

design studio in London. Jacobs comes to WATG with 25 years of experience and a track record of visionary 

design. During the ten years he led Jacobs Webber, he developed a series of remarkable commercial, mixed-

use, and urban projects in Europe and the Middle East. Prior to that time, Jacobs was with Skidmore Owings & 

Merrill (SOM) in New York and London for 14 years, the last five as Design Director at SOM London. 

Jacobs and his team, Richard Collings and Chia-Liang Huang, will form part of the growing Urban Architecture 

studio group in WATG’s London office, where they will help lead the company’s move into large-scale urban 

projects. WATG CEO Mike Seyle commented: “Nic’s amazing portfolio of built urban projects only touches on 

the breadth of his skill, artistry, and passion for great design. We look forward to combining forces with Nic 

and his team to design and deliver even more beautiful and spectacular properties for our clients.” And the 

feeling is mutual. “We’re looking forward to bringing our experience in designing mixed-use projects in the UK 

and abroad to the talented WATG team,” says Jacobs. 

Jacobs’ designs have been called “unapologetically modern.” They are notable for their innovative deployment 

of glass, like the grand roof extending over the front courtyard of the Portico Madrid, for curvilinear forms 

both interior and exterior, like those of the Rocco Forte five-star hotel in Abu Dhabi, and for daring use of 

color, like the rainbow-graded array of vertical slats on the façade of the Viacom (MTV) HQ in London. Some 

of the other outstanding buildings designed by Jacobs and his team include the Atlantico Arena in Lisbon, the 

50-storey residential Panpeninsula tower in London, the Philips headquarters offices in Amsterdam, and the 

Citibank offices in Manama, Bahrain. 

Jacobs received his Diploma in Architecture and Urban Planning from the University of Buenos Aires and a 

Master’s in Architecture from Cornell University. His projects have earned numerous awards, including the 

Grand Order of Merit from the Republic of Portugal for the Atlantico Arena stadium, the MIPIM 2007 Award 



 

for the Best Office Building for Portico Madrid, and the Best Housing Project of the Year by the National Home 

Builder Design Awards for the New Providence Wharf in London. 

Download photo here: https://watg.sharefile.com/d/s0050c9651b5403c8 

About WATG 
 
Over the course of the last six decades, WATG and affiliated design studio Wimberly Interiors have become the 
worlds leading design consultants for the hospitality, leisure and entertainment industries. With offices in 
London, Singapore, Istanbul, Honolulu, Irvine, Los Angeles and New York, the full-service design firm is best 
known for creating internationally acclaimed destinations in 160 countries across six continents. WATG offers 
design services comprising planning, urban design, architecture, landscape, interior design and strategy for 
urban tourism and resort destinations. The company has a strong record in hospitality projects having created 
landmarks such as Ayana Resort & Spa on Bali, The Venetian in Las Vegas and upcoming Viceroy in Istanbul as 
well as Ritz Carlton, St Regis, Hilton, Sheraton, Four Seasons and Mandarin Oriental hotels in iconic locations 
such as Kuala Lumpur, Honolulu, Casablanca and Dubai to name just a few. WATG’s projects are renowned 
not only for their design and sense of place but also for their bottom-line success. To view WATG’s portfolio of 
projects, visit http://www.watg.com/index.cfm/view/projects-by-region. 
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